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Save the Greenbelt on September 25th: Vote Ben Paton

Improve Road Infrastructure.
All our villages are already congested,
particularly during rush hour. Any deterioration
in traffic flows on the A3 and M25 is
immediately felt in local villages and lanes. I
will fight to ensure that the Borough Council
and the County do not make the existing
situation any worse – by opposing
inappropriate development.
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Save the Green Belt for future generations.
Our villages and infrastructure will be
swamped if a ‘new town’ is built in Ockham.
The proposal to build 3x as many houses as in
Ripley and over 2x as many as in the whole
ward threatens our villages and the rare
wildlife on Ockham and Wisley Commons.
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Expand school places.
There is a real and present shortage of school
places in this ward. I will work with Bill Barker
(our Surrey County Councillor) to achieve investment in school capacity in our ward.

For more information please visit:

Ben Paton with Conservative County Councillor Bill Barker

Preservation of the
heritage and
character of our
villages is vital

Your priorities are my priorities
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Increase Social Housing
I am shocked that the Council has
not invested in social houses of its
own for twenty years! I will work
with the Parish Councils to get new
social houses in this ward.
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Improve road drainage.
Every Winter our roads, rivers and
streams flood. I will work with Bill
Barker to get Surrey Highways to
invest in better road drainage.

If you would like to get involved with your
local Conservatives, please contact us:
Duncan Irvine : 01306 883312 mvca@btconnect.com
www.conservatives.com/get_involved/join

The local choice for Ripley, Ockham and Wisley
IN MEMORY OF JOHN GARRETT , 1934 - 2014
John died in July after a long struggle with cancer and this by-election is called to elect his
replacement.
John was a committed public servant and was widely involved in charitable and voluntary
organisations. He was a member of Team Ripley, the Ripley Preservation Society, Hilliers Charity,
Ripley Probus Club, the Tenants’ Federation, Surrey Historic Buildings and Surrey Sports
Federation.
John was elected as a Conservative Councillor for Lovelace Ward in May 2003. He had previously
twice served as Mayor of Wandsworth and worked closely with Sir Paul Beresford MP when Sir
Paul was also a Wandsworth Councillor. Since 2003, John served on the Planning Committee as a
member and as Vice-Chairman, and was also Vice-Chairman of the Licensing Committee.
John was also involved in the emergency services. He was a First Aider, serving as President of St
John Ambulance in Wandsworth and a serving Brother of the Venerable Order of St John and
Knight Commander of St John of Jerusalem - Knights Hospitaller. He was also a past Master of the Worshipful Company of
Firefighters; past member of the London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority; Chairman of Clapham Rail Crash Trustees
and past Chairman Western Riverside Waste Authority.
In his professional life, John was a Chartered Builder & Surveyor, a General Comissioner of Taxes and Chairman of a
Rating Tribunal.
Speaking about his memories of John, Sir Paul Beresford made the following comments: “I came to know and will
remember John as a dedicated and highly competent public servant, a man who held a wide variety of briefs over the
many years I knew him and always handled these with careful consideration. I know I speak for all those who he helped in
his capacity as a local councillor when I say that we shall be the poorer without John and the considerable support he has
given to the Conservative cause and to his constituents throughout his life.”
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SAVE THE GREENBELT - VOTE BEN PATON
NOW IS THE TIME TO
INFLUENCE THE
DRAFT LOCAL PLAN
The draft Local Plan can be viewed here:
https://getinvolved.guildford.gov.uk/consult.ti/DLPSS14/
viewCompoundDoc?docid=5185620&sessionid=&voteid=
Please comment on the draft Local Plan by letter, by email
or using the online comment documents. Only comments in
relation to this draft can be taken into account by a Planning
Inspector. The plan must comply with the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF).
Reasons to object to this draft include:
1. Environmental limits
This Local Plan does not follow the UK Sustainable
Development Strategy 2005 in regard to ‘Living within
environmental limits’. The sustainability appraisal is not
complete. The requirement of NPPF para 165 has not been
met.
2. Green Belt Boundaries
Planning law has always treated Green Belt as ‘permanent’
and subject to variation only in ‘exceptional circumstances’.
The Council has not set out any exceptional circumstances
and so para 83 of the NPPF is not properly complied with.
3.Infrastructure
The evidence base gives inadequate consideration to
whether local infrastructure has any spare capacity for more
houses – beyond what is needed to meet local demand.
Para 162 of the NPPF is not properly complied with.

BEN PATON:
THE RIGHT MAN FOR THE JOB
ACTION ON THE DRAFT LOCAL PLAN >>>
I am working to ensure that the evidence and analysis behind the Draft Local Plan
makes sense.
The final Housing Requirement figures must reflect:
 local needs and not international immigration or developers’ aspirations.
 The practical constraints of the existing infrastructure – in particular the shortage
of capacity on our roads and in our schools.
The Local Plan must follow planning regulations so that:
 Exceptional circumstances are demonstrated before the Green Belt is developed
 Parish councils are properly consulted.
 Our Conservation Areas in Ripley and Ockham are protected.
 The wildlife on Ockham and Ripley Commons is protected.
ACTION ON ACCOUNTABILITY >>>
I want to make the Council more accountable to local communities:
 It must give clearer information so that voters can make informed decisions.
 It needs to make better use of the internet.
ACTION ON LOCALISM >>>
I support our Parish Councils in creating Neighbourhood Plans and identifying assets
and land of community interest.

One of the most evocative, and
certainly one of the most delicate,
issues which I have worked on this year
has been the draft Local Plan put
forward by Guildford Borough Council. I
will not list my many specific concerns
here but suffice to say I have been and
remain unequivocally opposed to the
plan as written and call on the
leadership of Guildford Borough Council
to rethink their position.
It has been suggested at various points this year that
the impetus for drafting such a radical Local Plan comes
from the understanding that if the plan does not deliver
sufficient housing numbers then Whitehall will overrule
Guildford Borough Council and impose an even worse
set of numbers from above. I have been in
correspondence with Nick Boles and more recently with
The Secretary of State for Communities and Local
Government Eric Pickles to raise this point as it seems
key to the debate as a whole. In a letter to me of the 4th
August Eric Pickles notes that ‘[planning inspectors]
may recommend modifications to a Local Plan only if
requested to do so by the local authority, underscoring
this Government’s commitment to localism in practice.’
This marks a major discrepancy between the position
taken by the Council and the stated position of the
Department for Communities and Local Government. On
this basis alone the plan should be reconsidered but
when one factors in the additional concerns such as
student housing numbers and potentially inaccurate
population growth data the need for a rethink becomes
overwhelming.

4. Housing need
The Council is required to understand local housing needs.
The demographic projections are distorted by the effect of
student numbers at Surrey University, for example, which
inflate the need for housing. Work to review and revise the
statistical analysis has not been done or disclosed – as
requested by the Council’s own Scrutiny Committee. The
requirement of NPPF para 159 has not been properly met.
5. Heritage Assets
There are several Conservation Areas in the ward – the
largest being Ripley Village itself. There are 49 Listed
Buildings in Ripley, 29 in Ockham and 6 in Wisley. Despite
this no assessment of the heritage assets in Ripley Ockham
and Wisley has been completed. This is contrary to the
requirements of The Listed Building and Conservation Areas
Act 1990 and NPPF para 126 and 132.

Comment From Sir Paul Beresford MP:
Guildford Local Plan

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOTE BY POST ?
LET US KNOW AND WE WILL ARRANGE IT FOR YOU.
Ben consulting with local residents in Ripley

mvca@btconnect.com
01306 883312
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