SUMMER 2015

SETTING OUT A NEW FUTURE FOR MOLE VALLEY
Conservative Councillors at Mole Valley have refocused the council’s work in the coming years,
following a district wide consultation listening to the views of residents and local businesses.
Speaking after chairing the Executive Meeting at Pippbrook that reviewed the strategy,
Conservative Councillor for Westcott, James Friend, explained “There are three guiding
principles that residents should now experience in their dealings with the council:
• Openness and Accessibility - Information from the council should be clear and timely so that
residents are well informed and able to help themselves with support when they need it.
Residents will be involved and actively listened to when the council makes decisions, and the
council will actively help people to shape their local communities.
• Sustainability - meeting needs without compromising future generations through innovation
and community resilience
• Cost Effectiveness - focusing on what matters most and delivering value for money
PRIORITY B - PROSPERITY
♦ Innovate to minimise the cost of the District Council and
to protect services
♦ Promote Dorking’s culture & economy as our market town
♦ Work with rural communities and businesses to help them thrive
♦ Make best use of our town centre parking, balancing the needs
of residents and local businesses

PRIORITY C - COMMUNITY WELL BEING
♦ Improve opportunities for residents to live active lives
♦ Promote sustainable travel and support our rural economy, whilst
educating cyclists and other road users, and protecting residents
and businesses from the impacts of formal and informal cycling events
♦ Support individuals and families who find themselves unintentionally
homeless, so that education and employment are not put at risk

INVESTING IN OUR RURAL
COMMUNITIES

The churchyards at
St John’s And Holy
Roof repairs for The Hut in
Trinity in Westcott
Furlong Road, Westcott
will receive £4,650
towards their maintenance and The Hut has
received £3,600 towards the cost of fixing its
roof.
In Wotton, St John the Evangelist Church will be
receiving £13,300 directly from the Chancellor of
the Exchequer's church roof repair fund,
announced by George Osborne. Abinger and
Wotton Parish Councils will receive over £5,000
in grants between them from the District Council.
Across the district,
our
Citizens
Advice
Bureau
receives
more
than half of its
funding from the
District
Council
and will benefit
from £131,000 this
year as it serves
residents in need.

IMPROVING OUR LOCAL
INFRASTRUCTURE
Your local Conservative Councillors have continued the fight to
improve our civil infrastructure - including sorting out Dorking’s traffic
problems once and for all.

Mole Valley District Council has announced
more than £1.1m of grants for voluntary
services and investments for this year.
Much of this will be going directly towards
creating more affordable homes and some
of the rest of the money comes to Westcott.

Westcott churchyards get
District Council funding

PRIORITY A - ENVIRONMENT
♦ Protect and enhance the natural and
built environment, and ensure our areas
of natural beauty are well looked after
♦ Identify opportunities to create more affordable
housing
♦ Encourage residents to protect the environment
by reducing their use of our natural resources,
reusing materials and recycling more
♦ Encourage our communities to take care of their
environment, and support them by tackling flytipping, littering and dog fouling

New Badminton Net at
Cradhurst, Westcott

At a recent meeting of Surrey County Council’s Local Committee,
James Friend challenged the County Council to reveal the traffic
modelling they have in place for the management of traffic lights in
Vincent Lane, Station Road, West Street and South Street. The
County Council accepted that no current modelling exists and
welcomed James’ suggestion that this be developed. James
explained “This is our opportunity locally to take control of these
lights; if anyone in our community has traffic modelling skills and
would be prepared to help then please get in touch.”
Also at that meeting, James asked for updates on his questions about
making it safer for children to walk to Surrey Hills CofE Primary
School, through extending the safety barrier in Westcott and slowing
the traffic in Abinger Lane. James added “Although the County
Council haven’t been able to move these forward, following the
meeting I organised for Westcott parents with the County team, I am
pleased that my campaign on this at last appears to be getting
support from our County Councillor and I am hopeful they will find a
solution.”
Better infrastructure is vital to the prosperity of our communities and
James Friend is pushing for Mole Valley District Council to formally
review the needs of our area. James confirmed “It is time to take a
once in a generation look at infrastructure needs locally - our road
network, improving our railways and stations for faster access to
London and other connections, our community spaces and parks and
the amount of land used for employment - in particular to help
innovative small businesses to thrive as part of our rural and market
town economy.
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A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
On Wednesday 14th October 2015, Westcott
Village Association will hold its Annual
General Meeting. At the end of the meeting,
Jenn Smith, the Surrey County Council Public
Health Lead for our local area, will be giving
an update on the health needs of the residents
of Westcott. The talk has been arranged by
James Friend, through his role on the Surrey
Health & Well Being Board.
James explained “Whilst life expectancies in
Westcott have been catching up with those of
Leith Hill in recent years, there is more we can
collectively do and I know from my post bag
that improving our wellbeing is something
local residents are passionate about - I look
forward to seeing The Hut full of folks eager to
know how they can enjoy Westcott for longer.”

MOLE VALLEY DISTRICT COUNCIL
ACHIEVEMENTS FACT BOX
Your local council has a strong track record of delivery
• 54.8% of waste sent for recycling, reuse and composting
• Only 32 missed bins for every 100,000 collections
• 150 households prevented from becoming homeless in 22 months
• 2,068 new homes permitted or completed since 2006, with no release of
Greenbelt land
• Council spending 2% under budget
• Car Parking charges for shoppers frozen at 1p a minute
• Investments delivered for better parks and playing fields, emergency
homes, Dorking Halls facilities and environmental enhancement

DAVID MIR SAYS
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
SUPPORT IN OUR
RURAL VILLAGES
The May elections saw both Paul Beresford MP and Councillor
David Mir re-elected to serve the residents of Leith Hill, as well
as the Conservatives winning all but one of the local council
seats.
David said “I’m hugely
grateful for the support from
everyone who voted for me.
Thank you. I campaigned to
protect our rural way of life, to
make sure individuals and
families are not isolated, to
defend our outstanding Leith
Hill environment and to
support our local businesses.
These will be my priorities
and please get in touch with
me if I can help you.”

REPORTING BACK
Every edition of Conservative News includes a
“How Can We Help You?” section and recently
one reader got in touch to highlight a problem
with steps in Springfield Road, Westcott.
Working with Mole Valley Housing Association,
Conservative
Councillor
for
Westcott,
James Friend, made it easier for everyone to
climb or descend the steps by getting a new
handrail put in. James explained “The role of
District Councillor, and indeed the council itself,
is really one big helpdesk for life and helping
individuals and families is by far the most
rewarding aspect of everything I do in support
of our village community. Sometimes I am just a
listening ear, but often it is about urgently
getting things done.”
James added “You can get in touch with me all
year round. Residents of one road in Westcott
picked up the phone to me recently to get
advice on some building works. Although the
County Council had agreed a plan with the
builders, the District Council’s requirements had
not been met and, thanks to people getting in
touch, Mole Valley were able to help everyone.”

David Mir wins in Leith Hill

YOUR LOCAL CONSERVATIVE TEAM

Handrails installed in Springfield Road Westcott, to
make it safer to get about

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?
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Let us know if you have any issues of concern:

mvca@btconnect.com

Please give us your contact details so we can keep in touch with you
about the issues you have raised:

james@10rookery.com
@friend_james

HOW CAN YOU HELP US?
Display a poster at election time
Deliver leaflets
Help with campaigning
Attend social events
Join the local Party
Make a donation
Stand for Council
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