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ON MAY 5TH MARK THIS AS DONE 

“ 

” 

It is not about tackling issues in a 

Conservative way or in a Liberal way, 

it is about tacking issues in the right 

way for Dorking and its residents. 

MOLE VALLEY DISTRICT COUNCIL ELECTIONS 5TH MAY 2016 

ROGER 

JONES For Dorking South 

DON’T JUST HOPE FOR A BETTER HIGH STREET - VOTE FOR ONE 

www.fb.com/JonesForDorking - 07799 585889 - rjmvca@gmail.com 

A strong voice 



 

IT IS TIME FOR A CHANGE 
Dear Resident, 

Dorking is such a wonderful place to live, 

work and raise a family, and it has so 

much more to offer. 

We need to restore that vibrancy to our 

town that the congestion has been 

choking. We must help create an 

environment where our Independent 

traders can thrive instead of worrying 

about their future and where people can 

find the variety of retail that draws them 

here instead of elsewhere.  

We need to make it easy for people to shop 

here by reviewing our parking facilities. 

Traffic, Retail and Parking: these are the 

things I want to work on. 

When we get this right, and we will, 

everything else will fall into place and our 

community will prosper. 

There are seven Councillors in Dorking and 

none of them are Conservative - this isn’t 

working for Dorking and it isn’t working 

for you.  

It’s time for a change. 

TOWN COUNCIL? 
There are now three things certain in life: 

death, taxes, and the fact that a Parish 

Council for Dorking will cost residents more. 

We will each have a vote on 5th May on 

whether to have a Parish Council. But although 

we will have some say in the creation of a 

Parish Council, we will not have a say on how 

much we will pay for it.  

And once the genie is out of the bottle it 

cannot be put back in.  

No one can provide an exact starting cost of a 

Parish Council, but as examples, Totnes in 

Devon charges an average of £113 per person 

per year, and Downham Market in Norfolk is 

around £89. 

But it’s the increases that worry me. There will 

be no referendum triggered should the parish 

council wish to double the amount of extra tax 

residents would be expected to pay. Ask 

friends in the villages around Dorking where 

Parish Council precepts have been put up 50 

or sometimes 100% in a year. 

If residents of Dorking clearly vote in favour of 

a Parish Council, then Conservatives will work 

with a Parish Council, but we will not sign a 

blank cheque on behalf of residents; we would 

not support any new charges for Dorking’s 

Council Tax payers in the way of large Parish 

Council precepts. 

But surely the starting question is:  

If existing Councillors were doing their jobs 

properly, why would we need a Parish 

Council?! 

There are already seven Councillors in 

Dorking, and they are all Liberal Democrats. 

If they cannot deliver for residents now, how 

will the addition of more councillors beneath 

them help us? 

The key to progress in Dorking is through 

cooperation between tiers of government. 

Dorking’s current councillors are all in 

opposition, and seem unable to overcome 

politics to deliver the cooperation we need.  

I am people first, and politics second, and if 

elected on May 5th will work within the 

Conservative council to get the job done.  

There are seven Councillors in Dorking and 

none of them are Conservative - this isn’t 

working for Dorking and it isn’t working for 

you. It’s time for a change. 
HOW MUCH EXTRA WILL THE LIBERALS 

WHO CAMPAIGNED FOR IT COST YOU? 



Since May 2015, Mole Valley District Council 

has been run by the Conservative group. We 

are proud of our record of defending residents’ 

interests: 

Caring for our environment 

Conservative-controlled Mole Valley District 

Council has achieved a new record for 

recycling thanks to the efforts of local 

residents. As a result the Council received 

£520,000 in recycling credits. 

Caring about housing 

Since 2006 3,045 new homes have been 

permitted or completed. 438 affordable 

homes have been built since 2007 with 

another 100 in the pipeline. All this has been 

achieved with no release of Greenbelt land. 

Caring about affordability 

Cutting Mole Valley District Council’s costs by 

over 30% and protecting front line services. 

Overall, Mole Valley’s costs per head are 

consistently lower than those of other, 

comparable, councils. 

Caring about the vulnerable 

195 households have been prevented from 

becoming homeless in the past 23 months.  

Conservatives will always make sure that help 

and support is available to those in our 

community when they need it. 

 

I am so pleased with the progress that has 

been made in the past 12 months, especially 

when it demonstrates what the local Council 

can achieve when the Conservatives have 

majority control. 

I am doubly pleased that many of the issues I 

have campaigned on have been picked up by 

the Council and action has been forthcoming. 

Notably the planning department is 

undergoing changes to make it easier for 

residents voices to be heard in relation to 

planning applications.  

Plans are proceeding with the redevelopment 

of the football club and grounds at 

Meadowbank. Following a successful 

consultation, plans have been agreed for the 

new play facilities also at Meadowbank.  

Once completed, the 

n e w  f a c i l i t i e s , 

including a café and 

toilets, will see an 

already much loved 

and frequented park, 

become even more 

popular with local 

residents and visitors 

to Dorking. 

RECORD OF ACTION 

LAST YEAR’S PLEDGES THAT 

HAVE BECOME ACHIEVEMENTS 

Traffic is crippling our town.  

I am often pressed as to what I would do to 

improve the congestion in Dorking. This is a 

fair question but I am not pretending to have 

the answer; I want to take the lead in finding 

the answer.  

Like many people, I have ideas about 

adjustments to junctions and layouts in the 

town, but traffic is complex and resolutions 

applied in isolation can give rise to new 

problems elsewhere. This needs to be 

addressed professionally which is why I have 

been campaigning for a full study of the town’s 

traffic to understand the complete picture, and 

to determine overall improvements.  

I am pleased that the County and District 

Council have between them agreed to provide 

significant funding to conduct a proper study 

of the town’s traffic which will deliver the 

information needed to make the right 

decisions for Dorking.  

Thanks to Conservative administrations at all 

levels of government this is being delivered 

despite initial opposition from Dorking’s 

existing Councillors, who branded this a 

“waste of money”.  

It is clear that it is Dorking’s existing 

representatives that are out of touch with 

the town, and the only thing they are 

delivering is their own propaganda.  

Elect me on May 5th and I will be a 

constructive, positive voice for Dorking in the 

District Council. 

There are seven Councillors in Dorking and 

none of them are Conservative - this isn’t 

working for Dorking and it isn’t working for 

you.  

It’s time for a change. 

ACTION ON TRAFFIC 

CAMPAIGNING FOR 

ACTION ON TRAFFIC 



The High Street remains one of the top three 

concerns raised by residents.  

We can blame the rise of internet shopping, 

but we only need to look at Reigate to see a 

modern high street booming. I don’t accept 

excuses and neither should you; our High 

Street is feeling the effects of comfortable 

inaction, and when existing Councillors have 

presided over stagnation without tackling the 

problem, then it is time for them to move aside 

and let someone else tackle the problem.  

I believe in our town and I believe we can 

revitalise our High Street. We want people to 

be excited about their next visit to Dorking, 

and that means getting the right blend of 

major retailers to draw people in, as well as 

supporting our independent shops and cafes 

to provide the rich variety of a market town 

when they get here.  

There is no reason why we cannot preserve 

the wonderful character of the town and still 

enjoy a thriving high street, both in the daytime 

and in the evening. One key store in the high 

street could make all the difference to the 

town, both for other retailers who need more 

passing trade and for residents who need 

wider choice. 

I have already spoken with national retailers 

who are keen to come to the town if we can 

find space for them. I want to continue this 

work from the position of Councillor, and with 

the extra weight that this brings. However I can 

only do that if you vote for me on May 5th. I 

am confident that if I am elected, I will be able 

to bring the right skillset to Mole Valley District 

Council to ensure the high street gets the 

focus and attention that it needs. 

There are seven Councillors in Dorking and 

none of them are 

Conservative - this isn’t 

working for Dorking and 

it isn’t working for you. 

It’s time for a change. 

ACTION ON RETAIL 

CAMPAIGNING FOR 

ACTION ON RETAIL 

ACTION ON PARKING 
Parking is a serious issue and should not be 

used for political point-scoring.  

Unfortunately this is what has happened over 

the last year, with hours of Council time being 

wasted on inappropriate proposals from 

Councillors more interested in their own re-

election than what is best for our town.  

Free 30-minute parking is a blunt instrument 

and would be as ineffective as it is 

unimaginative, for improving access to Dorking 

for motorists: 

The argument to support our town by offering 

free parking to get a sandwich and a 

newspaper, doesn’t hold water. Our priority is 

boosting retail in our town, but this isn’t 

achieved by purchases of less than a fiver and 

people rushing back to the car before the free 

parking runs out.  

We know that we have serious traffic 

problems in Dorking, and Councillors that 

have been in position for more than twenty 

years should know that short-term free 

parking would gravely compound this 

problem.  

Finally we have had the suggestion 

that 30-minute free parking should 

be trialled as an “experiment” for 

Dorking. The shops and businesses 

of our town are people’s livelihoods 

and are not the plaything of 

academic experiments, dreamt up by 

Councillors with zero commercial 

knowledge or experience, and who 

enjoy the process but not the 

business of governing. 

We need people to stay for longer 

and shop for longer. So whilst it may 

have been popular, I have no 

hesitation in saying that free 30-

minute parking was not the right answer.  

There is however, a sensible alternative, which 

the Conservatives are putting into action. 

Dorking needs carefully considered measures 

to support retail, which is why we are initiating 

a top-to-bottom review of parking to see where 

adjustments and improvements could be 

made.  

This could be a range of measures such as 

some free bays for collecting prescriptions, 

different tariffs at different times of day, or re-

configuring the existing free bays so they turn 

over more quickly.  

If I am elected on May 5th, I will work from 

within the Conservative administration to 

ensure this review is carried out properly, that 

residents’ views are represented, and that we 

focus on solutions instead of arguments. 

There are seven Councillors in Dorking and 

none of them are Conservative - this isn’t 

working for Dorking and it isn’t working for 

you. It’s time for a change. 

Parking 

The ‘penny-a-minute’ scheme represents 

outstanding value and has kept ticket prices frozen 

for 6 years where other authorities have raised 

parking charges. Innovative schemes like this have 

led to a 6% increase in parking in our town centres. 


