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Conservatives Reject Mole Valley Local Plan 
 

Mole Valley District Council has agreed to send its favoured Local Plan to shape our area through 
to 2037 to the Planning Inspector.  
 
Leader of the Conservatives, James Friend, has led the opposition to the plan and reacted by 
assuring angry and disappointed local residents and saying “Conservative Councillors have been 
clear that we will oppose plans to build on the greenbelt where local communities have said no. It 
might well be “just moving on with the process”, but residents are now constantly asking us where 
is the leadership in all this? The answer can only be that this administration wants to build on the 
greenbelt. We have been clear that development should be led by creating new infrastructure before 
urgently needed homes are built. Worst still is the missed opportunity for investment in our towns 
with proposed policies that stifle development that could have sustainably brought people back to 
our town centre shops and restaurants.” 
 
This is a still missed opportunity to redirect development into Dorking Town Centre and to redefine 
the shopping area to meet the needs of modern shoppers. 
 
This is a missed opportunity for Mole Valley to lead the way on tackling climate change – we have 
consistently championed a Carbon Negative ambition with ten actions which would go way beyond 
the carbon neutral limits set out here. 
 
This plan sets a too rigid approach to meeting affordable housing needs. We believe that people 
should have the opportunity to own a home of their own which is a basic feature of society and that 
opportunity should be available to every family. We would increase the affordable home ownership 
proportions in this plan. 
 
This plan fails to evolve local housing design needs to meet the home-working requirements to 
today’s society where land use is mixed for employment and living, where spaces can be bedrooms 
or offices. We would have created policies with flexibility built in so that new homes stand a better 
chance of meeting the needs of future generations. 
 
Leader of the Opposition at the Council, James Friend, summed up by adding “Overall time and time 
again the policies simply lack the flexibility to let communities shape their own futures by rigidly 
imposing a one size fits all approach. 
 
It is however a clear message to the voters of Mole Valley – this administration builds on greenbelt.” 
 
 
 
 

ENDS            3rd February 2022 
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Notes to Editor: 
1 – In 2019, the Mole Valley District Council Conservative Group set out our ten point plan 
for a Carbon Negative District: 
 

 
  
Contact:  

Councillor James Friend  07710 433793 


