
 

 

Local District Councillor James 
Friend has been out and about 
spotting and reporting road signs 
that have been damaged. James 
explained “Alongside the benefits 

of initiatives such as Community          
Speedwatch, the right amount of effective 
signage acts to warn   drivers and to get 
them to respect the speed limits in a place; 
so that they know why they need to slow 
down in our country roads and lanes.  
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  News from your local Conservative Team in Westcott — Spring 2022 

Mole Valley District Council’s Leader of the Opposition, James Friend, has been 
quick to support our local shops, restaurants and businesses in the face of the 
forthcoming 10% rise in the cost of car parking in Dorking and across the      
District. James explained “Business owners are furious that this summer local 
Liberal councillors are going to increase pay and display prices by an inflation 
busting 10%. Worst still is that the administration at Pippbrook fully accepts this 
will hit high street visits with a forecast of one in every 55 shoppers deciding to 
stay away after the price hike in August.” James added “This damaging change 
is part of a budget that creates up to £250,000 of funding for expensive external 
management consultants to take up hobby projects of Liberal councillors and 
£1.3m of forecast cuts in council services to come next year, potentially        
dramatically reducing the standard of services that council taxpayers get for 
their money. The   Council should instead be delivering value for money by    
taking bold innovative actions like protecting Dorking Halls for future             
generations by transferring it to a standalone Community Interest Company.” 
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Conservative 

All Change for Westcott 
From May next year, Westcott will no longer have its own District Councillor 
instead it will be sharing three councillors with other local communities from 
xxxx to xxxx and voting for a new representative every year. These changes 
are a result of the Council’s Liberal administration rejecting a move to four 

yearly elections. Westcott’s last ever 
District Councillor, Conservative 
James Friend said “Fellow village res-
idents are telling me that the Liberals 
have simply got this wrong and that 
it’s impossible to think that local politi-
cians will really understand such a 
huge range of individual rural        
communities.” 

Mole Valley’s MP, Sir Paul Beresford 
added “These elections in 2023 will 
dramatically  redraw our democratic 
landscape that decides everything 

from planning applications to how your council tax is spent. If you want to 
stand up for our rural villages by looking to become a local councillor then 
please get in touch with us by emailing office@molevalleyconservatives.org.uk 
- as an ex-councillor myself I know that it can be a massively rewarding      
community leadership role to undertake.” 

Westcott’s hard working Conservative Councillor James Friend has 
been championing the need for faster certainty from Mole Valley     
District Council’s planning decision making processes to let local   
families and business get on with life. James explained “Following 
questions from me, the Council’s administration have admitted that 
the wait for planning decisions through the committee is “far too long” 
at 176 days during the first nine months of 2021. What might worry 
residents waiting anxiously for decisions more is that when the       
application is associated directly with the Council itself the decision 
time seems consistently shorter and not impacted by the changed 
ways of virtual working.”  

Keeping Our 
Roads Safe 

James Friend reported 
this damaged speed 

limit sign via 
www.surreycc.gov.uk 

Article on how long it takes for the planning depart-

ment to decide applications - 176 days - uncertainty 

for residents and applicants etc  

Council’s own applications are much quicker   

James Friend at St Martin’s Walk Car Park 

If you see a      
damaged sign, 
please do take a 
photo and report it 
online to Surrey 
County Council.” 



 

 

Conservatives   

demand a cleaner 

River Mole 

    

Councillor James Friend 
Tel: 07710 433793  

james@10rookery.com 

@friend_james 
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  Display a poster at election time  

 Deliver leaflets    

 Help with campaigning  

 Attend social events  

 Join the local Party 

 Make a donation 

 Stand for Council 

HOW CAN YOU HELP US? 

Let us know if you have any issues of concern: 

Email 

Home / Mobile No 

Address 

Name 

Please give us your contact details so we can keep in touch with you 
about the issues you have raised: 

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU? YOUR LOCAL CONSERVATIVE TEAM 

 

Paul Beresford MP 
Mole Valley Conservative Association 

212 Barnett Wood Lane 

Ashtead 

Surrey 

KT21 2DB 

Tel: 01306 883312 
www.molevalleyconservatives.org.uk 

Encouraging 

Responsible   

Behaviour 
Lisa Townsend, Police and Crime Commissioner for 
Surrey recently launched her Police and Crime Plan, 
setting out the policing priorities for Surrey Police for 
her term as Commissioner. Speaking about the 
plan, Lisa said “Following months of consultation 
with residents and stakeholders across our county, I 
am really pleased to launch a Police and Crime Plan 
for Surrey that represents the views of our residents, 
a plan firmly based on the priorities that residents told me they felt were the most important 
such as the safety of our local roads, tackling anti-social behaviour, combatting drugs and    
ensuring the safety of women and girls in our communities. The safety of our communities 
must remain at the heart of policing in Surrey, and it is important to me that residents both feel 

safe and are safe. I want to thank everyone who took part in our 
consultation process – your contribution has been invaluable in 
drawing this plan together.” 

 

Lisa intends for the plan to evolve to changing demands and 
concerns of residents, and welcomes anyone with concerns, 
issues, or questions to get in touch via                                    
surreypcc@surrey.police.uk or 01483 630200. 

 

Westcott’s District Councillor, James Friend welcomed the new 
plan saying “Anti-social behaviour such as noise can be a real 
blight for example depriving others of sleep. Likewise littering in 
our countryside impacts wildlife and the   safety of children and 
us all when out walking. Thank you to everyone else who is   
taking responsibility for their own actions - we really appreciate 
it.” 

Police & Crime Commissioner, Lisa Townsend, 
and Deputy Ellie Vesey-Thompson are working 
hard to encourage responsible behaviours in 

our communities and countryside. 

Conservative MP Philip Dunne chairs Parliament’s    
Environmental Audit Committee and has taken the    
opportunity  champion the quality of water in our     
country’s rivers and streams. The Committee’s report 
generated national interest in the unacceptable release 
of sewage into our River Mole and pressure is now 
coming from many corners of our local community to get 
this practice stopped. 

 

The report sets out how vital healthy rivers are for     
biodiversity and to human health and well-being, with 
freshwater eco-systems being on the frontline of the 
world's extinction crisis. It identifies the opportunities to 
modernise and improve this country’s river water quality 
monitoring regimes with not a single river in England 
getting a clean bill of health. Improvement ideas include 

changes to   
planning         
permissions,   
nutrition  budgets 
for rivers and 
more forceful  
action by         
regulators   Ofwat 
and the           
Environment 
Agency.  James Friend cleared this discarded 

bottle from one of Westcott’s paths River Mole Stepping Stones 


